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Cuba Asks for Indemnification 



Fidel was speaking to peasants from all over Cuba; it 
was the dosing session of the plenary meeting of the 
National Small Farmers Association, on Miy 17.' 

. . That is what we're going to do: we're gping to 
maVe them work SO they learn what it is to work.** 

(Shouts from the audience: "Let the worms work!") 

Fidel continued ... "If the imperialists don't want 
their worms to work, let them exchange them for tractors 
and agricultural mai^ineiy. ... Of course we won’t ex- 
change the murderers (referring to Batista army officials 
among the invaders) for anything . . . we'll send them the 
Falangist priests for free. If Kennedy says that they're 
his friends, if he recognizes that he shipped them over, 
very well then, let him send us 500 bulldozers and we'll 
send them (prisoners) back over there. In some way they 
have to indemnify the Republic for the harm they've done 
to it. . . . The tractors have to be caterpillar-type, not 
die ones with tires, but those good ones that are used to 
open up H^." 

This speech was reported in the U.S. press and diat is 
how the "tractor deal" began. However the U.S. wire 
services omitted Fidel's statement about "indemnificafion" 
so dill the stories could be writtm in such a way as to 
permit comparisons between the Cuban proposab and 
the Nazis' ransoming of Jewish: prisoners. 

Will our "free press" ever fulfill its responsibility to 
report the tnidi? WUl the N.Y. Times ever consider "fit 
10 print" an aocurate account of Fidel's speeches? The so- 
called "controlled" Cuban press saw fit to print complete 
- ‘statements of the Tractors for Freedom Conunittee, Pres- - 
ident Kennedy, Secietaiy of State Rusk. Seoaton Sraath- 
en, Fulbright and Capehatt. B Msmsfo carried two 
lengthy UPI dispatches on the tractor story. 

Inasmuch as the U.S. press refuses to match the Cuban 
press in die presentation of all sides of the tractor story, 
in the interests of fair play we reprint the following tep- 
lesentative quotes from the Cuban papers, 

• • • 

nn his declarations, the Cuban Premier annem^ed 
that his government would cancel all the negotiad^ 
if they persist in presenting them as an 'exchange.' Fidel 
eutro ^d-tbat if-President-Kennedy- wants to m i lce a n .. 



emhange of prisoners, his Government is ready to ex- 
diaoge die invaden for North Anwrican. Puerto Rican, 
.Guatemalan. Nicaraguan and Spanish political prisoneis 
(later in the statement he points out that the U.S. should 
be able to get its allies to hand over such prisoners) foe 
the invaders. ... 



" The U.S. Government is lacking in morals to speak 
of cynicism and humanitarian motives. The U.S. Govern- 
ment was cynical, besides being c rimin al, when it vi^ 
ill die norms of international law morality by 
organizing, financing, arming and directiog die tcetce- 
nary invasion against die small and peaceful country of ^ 
r..K. IRtvelaeion's editorial on the same day points out 
the appexeotly forgotten fact that was the attacked 
and injured country, and the one to dictate conditions) . . . 

" The U.S. Government has been cynical when after 
all those repeated denials ... they publicly assu^ before 
the amazement of the world and North American public 
opinion, which had been shabbily tricked, the responsi- 
bility for the invasion and the air a ttack on Oiba. 

" . The U.S. spokesmen have been cynical when . 

they pretend to make unpossible comjarisons between the 
innocent and defenseless Jews persecuted by Nazism and 
mercenary traitors who, in the service of a foreign pov«, 
invaded Cuba and shed innocent blood ... as if trying 
to the world forget ... the dishonor of a Nazi 
oflicct being tbe commander of North American soldiers 

in NATO . , L- ... 

" 'The mercenary prisoners committed a crime of high 
treason when in the service of the policy of a foreign 
government they bombed ... and invaded (Cuba) . 

. . President Kennedy’s declaration assuming full 
responsibility for the invasion would be the best testi- 
mony to accuse the invaders before any court in tbe world. 
And tbe crime of high treason is universally sanctioned 
-with the death penalty. . - - 1. . 

■’ "The Revolutionary Government has bad to use all 
ito influence with tbe Cuban people— in public discus- 
sion with tbe mercenaries themselves, who expected the 
roost rigorous sanction for their criminal conduct — not 
to execute the prisoneis„by fixing squad. . .' " Kevotaeion, 

May 2}. ' . , 

(Tbe N.Y. Times. May 23. said "He threatened the 
rebel prisoners with a possible death penalty.") 

"We have to uembet that the U.S. is a big and 
powerful count! . . used to having other American 

Mvemroents bei. ”.«r will In sudi drcumstances 

._it-is .understandau.Ohat WasWngtonJIsn^^ _l“PPy_rb«?. 
it is resisted by>a vety small country. . . . But we-repcat, 
we don’t have to get angry. The important thing is that 
nobody, in the U.S. or in the test of the world, can eves 
again cast doubt upon the generosity, humanity and kind- 
ness of our people and our Revolution. And let the trac- 
lots come." El Mania, May 24. 
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More Reactions to the April Invasion 



Tbe folloivmg txctrfls indicatt tht growing failic 
smtimmf here and abroad agaiait continuing tbe policies 
tabicb ted to the Afril 17 invasicm of Cuba. 

Hurty-ei^t Princeton University faculty members have 

- ^ptessrij concern over the Administration's Cuban poh'cy 
in a letter to President Kennedy. 

In the letter, made public here today, the faculty mem- 
bas criticiaed the "ambiguity" of some recent state- 

- "which give the impression that national support 
is being sought for renewed intervention By force in 

; Cuban afiairs." 

^ Signets of the letter included representatives of eleven 
academic departments, including nine professors. 

Earlier, forty-one Harvard University faculty members 
. signed^ a public letter that, like the Princeton message, 

. was critical of Mr. Kennedy's Cuban policy. The Princeton 
. ptofesso/s acted independently of the Harvard group. - 
r. On Saturday, a letter signed by a group of 181 histo- 
runs at forty-one American colleges and universities was 
. made public by Prof. Carl E-. Schorske of the University 
"of .California^ The letter urged President Kennedy to 
,, prevent any resumption, "openly or covertly" of American 
'intervention in Cuba.— N.Y. Timet. 15, 1961 

-. • A' group of 132 lawyers has sent President Kennedy a 
clegal brief contending that last month's landing in Cuba 
by. anti-Cutro -exiles involved violations' of United States 
ilaws and intemational obligations.'The alleged violations 
iFew attributed to. both Cubans and United States agents. 

5. Among the signers was Arthur lufsen, former dirertor 
jP/i.&e United States Information Agenc)- and a' former 
Special assistant to President Dw ij^t D. Eisenhower. 

■Mr. Larsen, now director of the World” lluie of Law • 
Renter .at Duke University, said in a letter of assent; 
c.' "If this Cuban invas’ion is h«''itritamly fecogniaeJ id 
■ ^ondemned.as the w-orst setback to' law- in- our international 
- relations in: this century,' I am ■afraid” there'S danger of 
tec. world rule of law movement betrinnioe to look like 
* facade.” ‘ - 

petition, and brieC 'constituting a twenty-nme-page ' 
booklet, were mailed to Ih'e Presidoit and the Attorney 
&oera^ on Thursday. The organizers were Leo J. Linder 
id Abraham L.' Pomerantz, New York corporation law- 
yers, and Profs. Thomas I. Emerson and Fowler Harper 
of the Yale University law School. 

Among the signers were four former judges and law 
pMfessors of Amhrtst,' Tulane and Cbmelf Universities, 
and the Universities of Chicago and Wisconsin. — N.Y. 

— r/»i«rMay.22,-196l ^ 

Whatever one’s opinion of the Castro administration, 
diere appears to be little doubt that it is an effective gov- 



ernment enjoying solid majority support Many of us 
will also have considerable sympathy for that rare thing in 
America, a government which has wholeheartedly 
tackled the problems of poverty, ignorance, and backward- 
ness, though not always in ways that all of us would ap- 
prove. The least we can do is to register our emphatic 
priest against American participation in. and the provo- 
cation of, -this organized attempt to overthrow a regime 
which the United States disapproves. It can only cause 
suffering to world peace and to the Cuban people, just as 
world peace and the Spanish people suffered in the civil 
war that broke out 25 years ago. We therefore call upon 
the United Nations to condemn America's part in the 
strongest possible terms. 

We are. tec.. 

KENNETH TYNAN: ANI'HONY WEDGWOOD 

BENN; JOHN BERGER; CONSTANCE CUMMINGS- . 

JOHN FREEMAN: MICHAEL FOOT; PENELOPE 
GILUAT; E. J. HOBSBAWM; PAUL JOHNSON 
TERRENCE KILMARTIN; DORIS LESSING- BENN 
W. LEVY; KINGSLEY MARTIN: JOHN OSWJRNE- 
. ALAN SILLITOE; VICKY. 

• . ' - • --London Times, April 19. 1961 

. First, no governroeiit, including the United States 
'government, should undertake unilateral military j'nter- 
-vention in the intcnul affairs of other nations. 

:. S^nd, aU govetnments, including the government of 
:the United States, should honor their treaty obligations 
.md use to the fullest possible extcDt the procedures open 
uiider the United Nations Charter and regional organi- 
-xations. . ” 

gJ Third, the government of &e United States should 
attempt to reestablish communication with the Cuban gov- 
ernment in an effort to achieve a satisfactory resolution 

ef outstanding . differtixes through negotiation 

—Resolution adopted April 26, 1961, by the General 
Board of -Christian Sodal Concerns of The Methodist 
Church. 100 Maryland Ave., N. W„ Bishop F. Gerald 
^ley. Chairman, Mrs. Qaire CoUins Harvey. Secretary. 

-Some people say that the U.S. should aid the anU'-Castro 
forces with money antPwar materials. Do you agree or 
disagree? 1 ee 



Agree 

-Disagree 

No opinion 



4 - 5 IU upmion « . 15^ 

-.Some people say that the U.S. should send oirirmeJ 
forces mto Cuba to help overthrow Castro. Do you agree 
or d isagree? ^ i 

• ' Apee 24% 

puagree..... 

No opinion 

. .—Gallup Poll, Washington Post, May S, 196 1 
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FAIR tUY, Jcae 5. 1961 



Strange Case^^bf the §19,000 



Tiyiog to refute the falsehoods and smears of the East* 

^ land Committee is l&e tunning the wrong way on an es- 
calator. It takes a lot of energy just to keep where you were 
and you can't win. But let's do our best. 

Reproduced below is a photostat giving the lie to ooe 
of d>e most recent smears agaiisst Fair Play and its execu* 
tive-secretary. Bob Taber. 

-At a Senate Internal Security Subcommittee hearing 
! May Id, Sen. Dodd tried to discredit FPCC by personal 
' attadcs on Bob Taber and acting executive secretary Rich- 
ard Gibson. Gibson was "accused” of rxk having paid a 
college bill in full some years ago. 

• Taber wet "exposed" as having been a juvenile delin- 
quent as early as the age of 1 3 and having been sent in 
1939 to a reformatory where he served tfarK years. 

That Bob Taber settled down in early manhood, becom- 
ing an expert and respected journalist, a husband and 
father, is all beside the poinL Sen. Dodd was "laying the 
groundwork" for his blockbuster charge — that Taber 
withdrew $19,000 in cash from the Fair PUy bank aocorint 
before "Btsing" to Cuba. 

:Or, as the Chicago Daily Tribtmt (May 20) puts it; 
"He Sod to that country on Jan. 6 with $19,000 in Fair 
Play; for Cuba funds, when faced with perjury charges 
after testi^ring before the House Un-American Activities 
Conwuttec.” 

^^Suscly it is a journalistic triumph when five falsehoods 
can be padr^ into' just one sentence. But our yellow press 
can'do it! -- - ■ 

,The falsehoods 'in the simtetKe are: (1) tlie implication 
of.dieft or enhexzlcmeht of funds; (2) the charge that 
Taber "fied"; (3) that be left on Jan. 6; (d) that be faced 
pajo^ charges; ( 3 ) that be had testified before tbe House 
Un-Ameriain' A^vities Committee. Taking the points 
serisBm':.' 

. . Th® ^19?^ drawn from the FPCC bank account 
ea Dec. 30,' 19^ was to pay the hotel, restaurant, eamr- 
sibd, eafpeosCi of the' more than 300 tourists then in 
Cn£z on Bie all-opeitse Xmss tour spcxisorcd by FPCC 
Tcsu.ruts living 'Miami bad paid FPCC $100, tourists 
kaving New York had paid $220. Of these amounts 
$43.20 and $132.30, respectively per passenger, was paid 
m lump sums to Cub^ Airlines for transportation. 
Oibona Airlines has offices in New York and the trans- 
ictiotu consequently could be by chock. The $19,000 for 
tourists' expenses in Cuba ha<3 to be paid to the Instituto 
OJaazui de Amisud con los Pueblos (ICAP), tbe organ- 
ization arranging the tourists' accomodations 

This bansaciion had to be in cash for the simple reason ' 
'tiiat no bank in New York would issue a diedc that could 
be cashed by ICAP in Havana. Taber spent most of a day ' 
trying to secure such a check or letter of aedit; he even 
tried unsuccessfully to get the funds transferred through 
.• Canadian branch bank in New York. But so tight was 



the financial blockade drawn around Cuba by the U. S. 
banking frateroity that there was no way of paying ICAP 
save by dehvety of cash. Taber’s plane arrived in Havana 
at night; the payment was made and receipted tbe next' 
day as tbe photostat below shows. 







(2) Taber did not flee but left openly on a regularly 
scheduled flight in order to pay ICAP and- assist with 
the highly successful and larger-than-antidpated tour. 

(3) He left on Dec. 30, 1960, not Jan. 6, 1961. 

(4) No perjury charges had bem brought against him. 
He h^ testified before Sen. Dodd eight montbs earlier. So 
Dodd had had ample time to bring charges or subpoena 
h'un again if he bad so desired. There are at present no 
charges unless the reckless mutterings of Docld and his 
ilk, which have no legal standing, can be so considered. 

(5) Taber testified only before the Eastland Committee, 
never before' the Un-American Activities Committee. The 
Chicago Tribuite writer surely knew that and this partic- 
ular falseEood should in fairness be attributed to artistic 
impulse. Having created a sentence of nothing but false- 
boMs, strung together like perfectly matched pearls, bow 
' could be have the heart .to mar sudi symmetry with even 
one actual fact. 

Life would be simpler and we less dizzy if only the 
Eastland crew and press would settle on ooe set of charges. 
So far we have be« accused of: being financed by Cuban 
gold (no. gold is mined in Cuba so you know where 
it f tally comes from); financing Cuba by sending tour- 
^.^there_to_5pend -.Yankee dollars; being a bunch of- 
Cnmmunists and/or bleeding-heart do-gc^rs; being a 
bunch of cynical crooks who steal FPCC funds and flee 
-to Cuba, which finances the FPCC with gold gained from 
tl. S. tourists sent there by FPCC which . . . 

How about a little fair play for poor us? , 

— Bezta Green 




What It^s Like To Be a Cuban 



90 Mius Fiom Hoke .b^ Wtnea Millet. Little Brown 
«ad Coi. 279 fp. 15.93. 

A reroiutioo it t yetj <li&ult thing to ichieve. The 
people itifcired hire to forge < new of tdrentuie; 

■ they hive to tfaiutf through the corapiaceocy of set cela- 
- tioot, gntiffing to those who ere pririleg^ depriving 
ind oppressing to the subjected. The teroludocaty pith, 
sSiitt. beads &cou^ ae-BsasSa of the "lutanl,'* the 
the icstihzrioot which cuiy the tfaui^ of rime. 
&i» UKcrin is b ea kea the energy, released per* 
pntridninii sod tdds a eevdiaaensiea to than 
cshs.-- 

k bat 90 A^sfrr Proa Hoste, trsnsetib 
'.-.jdiis tmh{ae puistrioo of the'Cubaa Bevolutioa. He lets 
?,iiw spssk Ssstff ef Am own tnvokemeat and 
^rwftfiaala.t whldi ^ fotgpt . shead in a fintisric 
^tsd Gfior&mks tctcset. . * 

lasvat ftcat Hsvaoa into the interior, 
^Mbrii^cs fiioe.to fees with the bei^ttening intensi^* 
rise rcvohirioniry Cubsos. In Havana, the noetr^sdis 
i^'id Cubs, there exiris a greeter Jivetsitf of conscioutness 
aC^natent to the itevolnrion. The left-over partici* 
tsa. the ieeprejaive Barista era per^re in itocer- 
\.^ri^i'They tfete not iSiectly invebed in the etrodties 
t^^coe^Slad; bat they isxsiibed rixmasdlves and ficurnhed 
..'.off the needs of a degenerate and unproductive segment 
r * of the population. They speak and remember with a nos* 

.f txlgic'attadunent to their past Manoh), the restaurateur 
~'a)f. Hemingway, cannot aocommodate himself to fee egali- 
^ larian changes in social relations. The Aroerkin gamblers ' 
^ pay respect to the executioo of dbeit more sadistic Cuban 
' counterparts. On a sordid, street a frustrated pimp ha.s 
Id brin^ bis most degenerate imiginarioa into play to try 
*-',fo ioli« I cusomet for tii'e perverse play of sensuality. 

'' These people have not been able to forge an identification 
^-'.wiUi the revolutionary achievements. 

' Hon tbete are Ihoro' city dwellers who gain from the 
" pib in rents, die new apartments, the sdbooU and hospitals 
~and the' omnipeeseot atmosphere of new creativity. The 
^attiris'bave a .vitality of expression and communication. 
£.'.lhere ate tire soags of Orlos Purida, the poetry of Pablo 
.. "Armaoda. and Guillen, which the author has included, 
^'aH expressing a revolutionary consciousness and the fervor 
V of (he Struve. We hear the children expressing their 
. ; 'awareness of political events and their attachment to a 
t . sode^ which mially renders them responsible and valuable 
. . la buinaa beings. 

I. But. it is in rise countryside where rise most radical 
X' change has come about The peasants daim to speak to one 
^ in the mantset of Kdel, and octe is entnuKed by what they 
-H-say.. Pablo Pedroso^-Nearo Eogliih teacher-in Pioar~dd — 
Ua^' finds hinmlf afraid to sp^ to Americans lest they 
come from rise South. In a thwghtful <]uety he asks him- 
lelf, *'Why dsould 1 teach the language of my enemies?" 

He goes on to state, "How 1 wish that you undentexxi 



Frosn 



(C. JPrigit MiUs is now in Estropt for on 
txitnjtj stop. Befort Intviag to sns tbt feihw- 
ttUgrom on April 22 to a Fair Piop rdlj in 
San Prancisco.) 

"Kennedy a^ Co. have returned to batbat* 
ism. Schlesioger and Co. have disgraced la is* 
lellectually and morally,. I feel a de s p e ra te shesse 
for my country. Sony I cannot be with yon. Were 
1 physically a!^ to do s<\ 1 would at ihit 
be fi^iting tloog side Hdel Castro.” 



ns. You could not be against us if you understood what we 
are doing here. Sometimes, however, I have the terrible 
thou^t that the American people Jo know and that they 
do not sympathize.” And who would dare contradift the 
suednet thought as to the basis for UA pieteiiioa to 
wealto and greatness continued in Pablo Pedro’s analy- 
sis: "... 1 think you have become so great and rkJi 
because ywi have had a whole continent- wmlrinz for you. 
That is what I think.” ’ 

In his tour of the island the author has' not neglected 
the humor in the "ev^day face of Dibo.” There is an 
etxounter with a dubiew gpotami of a province who is 
off to establish contact -with the armies of "liberation." 
His ideals step out of the page of K^es. Max Leme 
and Gunnat Myrdal. Then there is Aspic, tbe balloon 
ininnfKtuier who pops up at appropriate lime with bis 
commentary to give expression to the abwdities of logic* 
ally extended tumors. . , 

MiUe's tour ends in Miami Beach. Here the dispeu- 
ahle members of Cuban society tse gathering their glorious 
force for a reconquest of the istaoers arealtb and their 
own remunerative positions. It is not that the author 
presents e with tiie movers of this enterprise, but rathe 
he lets us observe the turn pm exploiters in their puddle. 
The pimps, the whores, the puppet-grafters flout their 
ineffective cloiJc and dagge eote^tises. Blinded by the 
"little Bottle” of saccharine securi^ they aspire to regain 
tbeir servile grandeur with riie help of the Albigensiaa 
crusade of the QA. 

For those wbei were fortunately able to visit revolution- 
ary Cuba, the book is a supplement to their own obser- 

_valions..Fot_those..who_were-deprived of-the-eiperieoce — 

it is a prerequisite. S.C. 

90 Miles from Home may be ordered directly from FPCC 
See enclosed RECOMMENDED SUMMER READING list. 



. ^dtR Kxy. rMiM *jr Fair FUj far Cmia Cammitut, 779 SraaJva}, Ifrtr Yari i. N. Y. gitiarJ GUtam, EJitar. 




